The Implications of Rich Agreement:
Why Morphology doesn’t Drive Syntax

Jonathan David Bobaljik
McGill University

1. Introduction - the Rich Agreement Hypothesis

This paper offers a critical evaluatio of a a alter ative to a
el o fa il ofrelate h potheses hich e a call collectivel
the ich ree et  pothesis ive alo ith its iachro ic

corollar i

ich a ree e tisthe causeof overt ver ove e tto fl
orollar oss of rich i flectio causes thelossofver ove e t

This h pothesis hasitsori i si or o the er aicla ua esi the

i s see rater o erts os eier a is ost
rece tl e plore a oste te sivel or e outi ohr acher

e tral to asevi e ti ohr acherstitle M r [ y riven

ynt is the i ea that properties of i ivi ual orphe es asi e tifie

their pho olo ical atri a or overtl si ale isti ctio s i
para i s are causall relate to s ta The leai i ea is that
orpholo ical variatio correlates ith s tactic variatio ecause the
s ta isproecte fro the orpholo
this paper challe e the vali it of ve restricti  the
iscussio to er a icla ua es sho that there are e a ples of ver
ove et to fl i the a se ce of rich orpholo a that such
ea ples a e ra fro 1 ialect variatio i1 i tra spea er
variatio optio alit  iii iachro ic variatio a iv la ua ei ter al
cross co structio variatio porta tl all cou tere a ples to

estions rom the a dience at CC L , especiall rom B. ohrbacher
and . Davis, have helped to  hope sharpen the oc s on the iss es addressed
here. he material has also bene ited rom presentation and disc ssion else here
m thanks in partic lar to J. rampton, D. Light oot, A. Marant , . hr insson,
and S. rmbrand. his research has been partiall ndedb SS C 10- -
0 02. All errors are mine.  his paper ill also appear in the CLS  proceedings .
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prese te here reflect i sta ces of ver ove e ti thea se ce of rich
orpholo here rich is efi e structurall ie as the cooccurre ce of
ultiple i flectio al affi es o asi le ver see elo There are o

e a plesofthelac of ver ove et ie i situ i the prese ce of

structurall rich orpholo t is therefore ot the case thata thi  oes

there is a e erali atio to e state a out i flectio al orpholo a
ove e ttoi flectio a itistheo e a i plicatio i

richi flectio ver ove e tto fl

s ohr acher otes orpholo rive ie le icalist approaches

ca provi e a accou tofa ico itio al asi ut ru aris of
vacuit ifthe e erali atio hol sol oe a asi alter ative to
a  orpholo rive approach is the fa il of ate sertio or
reali atio al o els hichi clu es istri ute orpholo such

o els all co cate atio ta esplacei oe o ule thes ta a the
orpholo su se ue tl fillsi the pieces ie re rites the s tactic
ter i al oesas possil wull pho olo ical stri s hatisi porta t

for our purposes is that pro le atic for orpholo rive
approaches tur s out to e the stro est pre ictio a itte the ate
sertio o el thus thevali it of 1isa ar u e tfor ate sertio
This paper is or a i e as follo s sectio revie riefl the
evi e ce that has ee ta e to esta lish the i itial plausi ilit of
sectio prese t the e cou ter e a ples hich iel ectio

iscusses the pro le thatao e a i plicatio poses for orpholo
rive approaches ectio s etches the arest outli es of a alter ative
ith refere ces to further ela oratio a i epe e t support i all
sectio  prese ts the co clusio s The ai co clusio is that the vali it
of proviesa aru e tfor ate sertio a a ai sta orpholo
rive approach  seco ar co clusio is thatthear u e ti here ti
for o le e of parai s as a part of li uistic co pete ce
ohr acher is efeate to the e te t that there is a i for ative
otio of rich i flectio e hich coul pote tiall e a cue to
ac uisitio of s tactic structure ithout ei thes chro ic cause of the
such structure that otio is efi e i ter s of structural co ple it of

or for s u er of orphe es a ot alo a para i atic
i e sio
1. ote importantl that 2 is a descriptive generali ation. tsa s: hen o ind

rich in lection in some lang age, then o ill also ind verb movement to n1in
that lang age. t does not sa an thing abo t ca sation. ret rn to this belo . Asa
one- a implication, it makes no predictions hatsoever abo t hat happens hen
in lectional morpholog is not rich.



o ali

he Rich Agreement Hypothesis initi p wusi iity

The i of variatio over hich istae tora eis ive i

a ple ives represe tative prese t a  preterite ie past ea
ver al para i s fro cela ic a a ish respectivel a
illustratesthe or or eri o ri e su or i atefi ite clauses

cela ic eyr hear a ish re hear
rese t reterite rese t reterite
S her-i her-i hr -er hr -te
S he r -ir her - ir hr -er hr -te
S her-ir her-i hr -er hr -te
pl her -um he r - u-m hr -er hr -te
pl her-i her- u- hr -er hr -te
pl her- her - u hr -er hr -te
a a ha eypti e i ia cela ic

that he ou ht ot the oo
thathe i ot u the oo

at ha i e te oe a ish
that he ot ou ht the oo
thathe i ot u the oo lat ac

t is clear that cela ici flectio isi so e se se richer tha a ish
i flectio etus a ethis ore precisea sa that rich ess is efi e
structurall ie isti ct ar ersofte sea aree e tcooccurri i a
si lefor asi the cela ic plpreterite eyr oali a o as

cela ica a ish iffer oto 1 i therich ess of theiri flectio al
para i s utalsoi aspectsoftheirs ta fore a ple the or er of the
fi ite er relative to ne ti n floati ua tifiersa se te ce a ver ials
i e e e clauses This variatio re 1 isce t of the lish re ch

2. his ollo s as ggestion b D. Pesetsk and departs rom the majorit o
ork on this topic, hich appeals to paradigmatic notions. ohrbacher 1  :1 s
emblematic: Agreement is rich thereb triggering overt verb movement in
exactl those lang ages here reg lar s bject-verb agreement minimall
distinctivel marks the re erential agreement eat res s ch that in at least one
n mber o one tense, the person eat res 1 and 2 are distinctivel marked.
or present p rposes, Danish is identical to the standard varieties 0  or egian
and S edish collectivel re erred to as Mainland Scandinavian . celandic and



ai clause co trast stu ie 0o s as first escri e i ter s
ofver ove etto fli a a thea se ce thereof i i Travis
f
The the is the h pothesis that the s tactic variatio is cause
the orpholo ical variatio icha ree e t forces ver ove e tto
fl hilepoora ree e tre uiresthever tore ai i the

arl or sou htto sho that the as co fir e ea ii
various ca 1 avia ialects or e a ple the alli ale ialect of
or ¢ ia Trosteru ar s u er he thereis o te se affi

ie 1 theprese ta 1 thestro past ut a es operso isti ctio s
its orpholo thuscou tsas poor a ver ove etis loc e i
thereleva te viro e ts

res yr-e yr- yr rive
ast yr-de
a at e i e P o ¢

at e P i e o ¢

that e ot u ot the oo

presu that ¢ o t u the oo Trosteru

the 1v als let ialectof e ishho ever perso a ree ¢ thas ee
retai e i the plural of oth te ses see fro eva er

lo ith the rich a ree e t this 1ialect retai s the cela icli e
su or i ate or or er characteristicofver ove ¢ tto fl

res - r -um -ir -

ast -de -d-um  -d-ir -d-e

a fo at i id int f 0

ut ecause that a te ot follo hi
ust ecause oul tfollo hi eva er

Mainland Scandinavian are o co rse s ntacticall alike in man other respects.
mportant]l , the are both verb second 2 lang ages in matrix cla ses and in

some embedded cla ses . 2 is anal sed as movement o the inite verb to C the

di erencein  emerges onl innon- 2 environments. ote that the prevalence o
2 in embedded cla ses in celandic makes a pla sibl irrelevant as it ma be a
2 environment b t see ravis 1 . As noted b Magn ss n 1 0, ikner

1  a, this can be controlled or straight or ardl , e.g., b  sing examples o

embedded constit ent estions, and the di erences remain see Bobaljik and
hr insson 1
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iachro ic evi e ce has also ee pro i etl a uce i support of

see especiall  lat ac The 1 <ca 1iavia la ua es ha
isti ctl cela icli e ie rich i flectio al para i s represe ts

cetur aish i er hich erelosta  evelope i to
poorpara i sasearl asthe ce tur ii co pare

res i ir -ir -um i -

ast i-r i -u-m - u- -u

res -r - u e

ast -d

s preicts i a itio tolosi richa ree e t the evelop e tofthe
aila ca iavia la uaesalsoi volve alossofver ove e ti

e e e clauses a ple ives a 11 al pair illustrati this
cha e fro 1 ato oer e ish
a at u or n ey vara ho o
att us or inte n vara i hoo
that o s or ca ot e i hi
that o s or ca ot ei hi lat ac

These co si eratio s provi e i itial support for a suseuet
or as evote to eter ii hate actl shoul eta e toco stitute
rich forarevie ofthe literature see o ali

he counter-e mp es

.1 ronoy nd roms

ou ter e a ples to ere raise earl lat ac a ol er
report that the ialect of e ishspoe i 10 0O ila
ispla s the ver e atio or eri icative of ver raisi eve thou h the
i flectio al para i rese les the sta ar e ishoe i the
releva t aspects  ohr acher ie i thatit has osu ect ver
aree e tatall i er a
e va ra et a ts t int ootse
it as 00 that he ou ht ot the oo
t as oo thathe i t u the oo o o
i er provi es ¢ a ples fro verse

illustrati  that the sa e is true of the Tro s ialect of or e ia it has



optio al ver raisi to fli o co te ts utis orpholo icall
poor co fir e ve o ious pc o trasti oo a
Tro s iththe sta ar varieties of e isha or e ia e fi

s tactic variatio i the a se ce of orpholo ical variatio i irect
co tra ictio to

. roese
aroese as ote asearl as oc 00 oefi s oththe
cela ic ver ove et a ai la ca 1avia ver 1 situ or
or ers asi fro ar es
a Te ttu fleiri or su ho he ii i hort frr
Te ttu fleiri or su ho i i he ihort frr
the use several or s he ha ot hear efore

The use several or s hichheha othear efore

hile there are i tricacies to the variatio e ou spea ers fi
a literar see eterse it appears fair to sa that all o er
spea ers accept a so ealsofi a atural seealso o as
a Thrisso etal i prep for iscussio porta tl  espite the
variatio i the accepta ilit ofthe cela icli e or or eri a there
are oreleva t orpholo ical iffere ces The asic aroese para i  is
ive i

res i r -r - - -
ast

[

[
1

=
1

=
1

u

o ever o e treats the s tactic variatio the i porta t fact for our
purposes is that there is o releva t orpholo ical correlate ce a ai
e fi s tactic variatio i the a se ce of orpholo ical variatio i
irect co tra ictio to ote oreover that si ce the orpholo is
i e ticali thet o varieties of aroese this co stitutes a cou ter e a ple
to re ar lessofthe efi itio of rich a opte

. hedi chronic pro em

The e a ples i the t o previous su sectio s i volve s chro ic
varieties of ca 1 avia la ua es hich violate the ecall that

aroese morpholog involves more complexities than space permits disc ssion
o here. ote importantl that treat the past tense markers as
j st that past tense markers and not concatenations o tense and n mber. See
Bobaljik 2001 or a de ense o this position and rther disc ssion.
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part of the i itial plausi ilit of as esta lishe appeal to iachro ic
variatio i particular ith the o servatio that the 1 ca i avia
la vaesha cela iclie or orera orpholo a lost oth

The pro le for the orpholo rive approach ho ever arises i that
there is a si ifica tti e la o the or er of a half oe or ore
e eratio s et ee theloss ofrich orpholo e  asillustrate i the

ce tur aishi a thesu se ue tlossofver ove e tto
fl This hol s true of the ca i avia la uaes i er a
of the evelop e t of lish o erts i htfoot ce
aal i co pari various sta es of the historical recor efi s tactic
variatio i the a se ce of orpholo ical variatio hat this ea s of
course is that there ere perio s i  hich spea ers of sa i le
aish lie oer Tro s or e ia spea ers retai e ver

ove e tto fl utha poori flectio al orpholo co tra icti
. Impic tionso one- yimp ic tion

The cou ter e a ples prese te a ove have the co o propert that
the illustrate varieties of er a icla ua esi  hich the orpholo is
poor uti hichver ove e tto flisretai e violati i oe

irectio oe a pleshave ee prese te i hich isviolate i the
other irectio ie thereare oe a plesof fi ite ver sre ai i i
i la ua es ithrichi flectio al orpholo u erstoo structurall
s various authors have ote the stro est e erali atio that ca e
ai tai ¢ is otthe ico itio ali uttheo e a i plicatio i
a ove ote i porta tl that shoul e rea as a escriptive
e erali atio he oefi sala vae ithricharee et oe il
alsofi ver ove etto fli thatla ua e a is otastate e tof
causalit t this poit o e wust as hether a orpholo rive
approach ca provi ea accou t for
co si eri this uestio itisi structive to ote the approach ta e
various authors see i to ai tai a orpholo rive approach to

cou tere a plesli etheo escite ore a ple lat ac a ol er
iscussi the ro o ata ea e the to a su est
cf oce a that theevi e cere uire 1 the a se ce of

Again, aroese comes closest to being a co nter-example, b t is not see
re erence in previo s ootnote . ther p tative examples presented in the literat re
to date rom, e.g., Slavic and other lang ages have either ailed to ill strate the
intended point or are open to reanal sis as involving verb-raising o t o the P.

ote e.g., that simpl sho ing that the order eg- erb occ rs in some lang age is
ins icient to demonstrate that the verb is in P it m st be independentl arg ed
that the negation marks the le t edge o the P.



overt perso a ree e t to set the ver ove et para eter ri htis

precisel se te cesli e ive reaso a leassu ptio sitca ol e
aal e ashavi thefi itever ove to fl
ohr acher otes clearl h this approach is

pro le atic fe a plesof to raisi 1 thei put are sufficie t to
tri erthe ac uisitio of to raisi itisu clear h the orpholo ical
rich ess of perso ora othera ree e tshoul pla a roleatalli this
process other or s si ce the correct ¢ erali atio isao e a
i plicatio it wust e that there are causes of ver ove e t other tha
rich a ree e t if these causal factors are also prese ti la ua es ith
richa ree et the appealtoa ree e ti the cases hereit oes or
pla s orolei the e pla atio a itio ifver ove e titselfisa
s tactic para eter thatis otu i uel aco se ue ce of orpholo the
thes ta is ot orpholo  rive
su if the e pirical e erali atio isol ao e a i plicatio

the the orpholo rive approach is at esti co plete i its curre t
i sta tiatio s it is e pt of pre ictive force a ou ti i esse ce to a
restate e tofthe escriptio

. Inse rcho etter theory

t ears repeati at this poi t that ust as the cou ter e a ples to
prese te a ove are pro le atic for a orpholo rive approach to

s ta the correct ess of the ea er e erali atio i provi es a
ar u e tthat the orpholo a s ta are evertheless co ecte
this sectio ill e o stratethat i factfollo s o assu ptio s that

ca ei epe etl otivate fro a approach hichta esthes ta
to fee the orpholo Thatis a ar ui here for the positio rece tl
calle ate sertio hich is fa iliar fro the fra e or of istri ute

ote that the claim here is that morpholog -driven approaches are inade ate
i 1 m stbe eakenedto 2. h s ohrbacher 1 and ikner 1 p. 211,
n.l maintain content 1 theories b retaining the t o- a implication in 1 and
leaving the Kronob and similar data as an nresolved problem or the
approach ~ ohrbacher 1  :120. M claim here is that the co nter-examples are
n mero s and s stematic, and th s that these approaches are not inade ate, b t
rather incorrect.

ote also that care m st be taken to disting ish the predictions 0 a one- a
implication rom a biconditional. ario s a thors have allen into the trap o
accepting 2 and claiming to derive rom it the loss or absence o verb movement
to nl in lang ages ith poor morpholog . his is erroneo s 2 licenses no
predictions hatsoever abo tthe s ntax o lang ages ith poor in lection.
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orpholo a itsatece ¢ ts see arle a 0 er for a
overvie a i lio raph

a ate sertio oel thes ta oes otco cate ate co crete

orphe es ie pho olo ical pieces li e pastte se rather hat the
s ta a ipulatesis a stract orphe es fore a ple theter i al o e
T The eter i atio of the particular allo orph of T for a
ive ver t is a e at the poi t of le ical i sertio hich
happe s post s tacticall ie after pell ut i the voca ular of
curre ts tactic o els this o el overt orpholo ical variatio ca
e see as ot the cause ut the co se ue ce of s tactic variatio as
propose i the o ai of er a ici flectio al orpholo oh so
a evelope i o ali Thr i sso a oali a
Thr i sso oali a Thri sso propose the plit
ara eter ie that la ua es var i the i ve tor of fu ctio al
pro ectio s that a e up the o ai lisha thesta ar aila
ca iavia la ua eshaveasi ple asi a hilela uaeslie

cela ic have the structure i

a
AGR-P
IP AGR TP
Infl VP T AGR-P
V
AGR VP
\Y,
a late i sertio o el overt orphe es calle ve [ryite si
are i serte 1 to the ter i al o es provi e the s ta the

assu ptio that o oretha asi leovert orphe e a ei serte i to
asi les tacticter i al o e it follo sthatla ua es ithasi le
i flectio al hea  ill ever per it ore tha o e overt i flectio al
orphe e o asi lever ie theresi pl is troo for ore tha
oe la uaes itha ore articulate as i ill per it ore
o reco ii that ero orphe ese ist ie that there are s tactic
ter i al o es features hich fi o overt e pressio i the orpholo

hisis then 11h pothesis, tho gh depart res are co ntenanced ithin DM.



e fi  that the theor allo s the follo i i ala uva e ith the

structure i a thereca eat osto eoverti flectio al orphe eo
a ive ver ut there ca also e ero i ala ua e ith the ore
articulate structure i there ca e at ost three overt i flectio al

orphe es there coul also et o oroe or o e This iel s the
follo i aver ith oretha o e overti flectio al orphe e ust
correspo  to the s tactic structure i utaver ithoe or o
overt i flectio al orphe e ca correspo to either structure This is of
course a o e a 1 plicatio fro overt orpholo to s tactic
structure rich i flectio ie  ultiple orphe es e tails fitca

e sho that the structural variatio correlates ith ver ove e t the

e ill have e o strate that ca eaccou te foro alatei sertio

o el

oali a Thri sso ar ue that the istri utio of ver
ove e tto flisi ee aco se ue ceofthe plit ara eter rief
refer the rea er to that paper for etails e assu e i thats tactic
ove e tis rive feature chec i ie the ee to esta lish local
relatio ships of so e sort a ii that sisterhoo is o e such local
co fi uratio a e uate for feature chec i ala vaei hich is

theco ple e tof hea tohea ove e tof to fl illesta lish o
e chec i relatio ships si ce a proectio of is alrea the sister of
ive assu ptio i to ove et illtherefore ¢ loc e i such
la ua es ala ua e ith the structure i o the other ha  the
fu ctio al pro ectio have la ele rather ar itraril T ill loc the
esta lish e tofalocal relatio ship et ee Ta the ver u less the ver
raises su o theassu ptio s ust e tioe ver raisi to fl ie

T is force i a loc e i a
ecappi efi thattheo e a i plicatio i follo s as a
co se ue ce of the architecture of the theor s tactic para eter
eter i esua 1iuousl Thether ala ua e has or lac s a
ver ove etto fl 1iceo 1l the structure i allo s for the

post s tactic i sertio of wultiplei flectio al orphe es e erive the
o servatio that structurall rich i flectio i plicates the structure i

or additional details the reader is re erred to Bobaljik and hr insson 1
and chapter o Bobaljik 1 . Among other things, it is a conse ence o this
theor that the addition o more nctional material above P can orce verb raising
even in lang ages ith a simple P this is the anal sis 0 2 in the Mainland
Scandinavian lang ages. n addition, on this approach, verb movement is al a s
overt. ote that there is no covert verb raising, hence in lection o the verb in those
environments in hich the verb does not raise m st be achieved b a post-s ntactic,
morphological process essentiall A ix opping as have arg ed else here see
chapter 2 o Bobaljik 1
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hichi tur correlates ith ver ove e ttoi flectio o ever
si ce orpholo ical eros e ist surface poor orpholo allo s for o
i fere cesre ar i s tactic structure or ver ove e t Thisis

o the theor ill e stro er if i epe e t support for the

structural variatio i ca eoffere Thisisthe ai poi tof o ali
a Thr i sso here it is ar ue that the a itio al specifier
positio s a e availa le i as co traste ith a are cruciall

i plicate i ara e ofs tactic phe o e a hich also sho variatio
a o thela uaesi wuestio These are i the correlatio s et ee
or or er a 1 terpretatio for su ects of the i i vesti ate

iesi a others these are ta e to re uire the availa ilit oft o
e ter al su ect positio s elo ie pecT a pec r

a hececa otarisei the i ple la wua es ii the possi ilit of

Tra sitive pletive o structio s iii the availa ilit of ect hift of

full s  hichista e tore uire a e ter al specifier positio isti ct

fro to host the shifte o ect s each of these processes re uires

a itio al specifier positio s to serve as la i sites for the various

ove e t processes e taile the availa ilit of these operatio s i
la uaeslie cela ic a the a se ce thereof i la ua es ithout
overt ver raisi co stitutes i epe e t s tactic evi e ce for the
s tactic para eter i

. onc usion nd discussion

this short paper have provi e the follo i ar u e ts irst
have sho  that cou tere a ples to the ico itio al are
relativel u erousa s ste atic  particular the stro este piricall
sustai a le e erali atio isao e a i plicatio fro structurall rich
i flectio to ver ove et Throu hout this iscussio have
focusse o e a plesi hich efi s tactic variatio i thea se ce of
orpholo ical variatio This refutes the stro est versio of the h pothesis
that overt orpholo is the sole cause of s tactic operatio s li e hea
ove et sectio s a sho e that the retreat to a ea er
e erali atio is pro le atic for orpholo rive approaches utis i

he theor also predicts that str ct ral di erences among cla se t pes in a
given lang age ill s stematicall ield di erences in verb movement patterns,
even hen there are no accompan ing morphological di erences. nitial res Its
rom celandic in initives are promising in this regard. rmbrand to appear has
demonstrated that di erent classes o in initival verbs have di erent nctional
str ct res ranging rom bare P complements in restr ct ring con ig rations p to
more CP complements or, e.g., active in initives e there ore expect and
ind di erences in verb raising among the di erent classes o in initivals.



fact pre icte o the late i sertio approach hich posits variatio i the
fu ctio al architecture of the o ai particular the plit
ara eter for hichi epe ets tacticevi e ceca ea has ee
ive correctl pre icts that o 1 those la ua es hich have ver
ove e tto fl have the pote tial for ultiple i flectio al orphe eso
the ver i ce this correlatio is har to erive if orpholo is the cause
of s tactic variatio a o correlatio is e pecte  hatsoever if
orpholo istrul auto o ous the vali it of the correlatio provi es a
stto ar u e tforthevie that orpholo is epe eto s ta
eforeclosi t oa itio alre ar sarei or er

1 r digms

this paper have focuse pri aril o the isti ctio et ee
orpholo rive a late i sertio o els of orpholo s ta
i teractio ar ui for the latter Thereiso ea itio alre ar to e ae

co cer i theroleofpara i s ohr acher a  other propo e ts of
the stro or ea e i er oe e a have ar ue
that rich for the purposes of the ust e efi e i ter s of

parai atic i e sio s e the u erofco trasts overtl si ale i
so eparticular o ai seef a ove have eparte fro these or s
i sho i1 thatthe crucial i e sio alo hich rich wust e efi e is
structural a otpara i atic la wua e hasrichi flectio a thusa

split a thus ver ove et if it per its ore tha o e isti ct
i flectio al affi o its fi ite ver s The u er of affi es cou ts ot the
u erof e perso isti ctio ssi ale s ohr acher hi self

otes the prevaili vie i theoretical orpholo ta esparai sto e
erivative co structsa ot pri itive aspects of li uistic o le e e

co se ue ce of this paper is thus that the para i  free vie of
orpholo is otchalle e thei flectio ove e tcorrelatio s

ues

afi al ote i a itio to reiterati hathas ee clai ¢ a ove
it see s useful at this poi t to co trast this ith hatis ot ei clai e
The evi e ce prese te a ove co stitutes a stro ar u e t for the
architecture of ra ar hich i clu es the ate sertio assu ptio

vert orpholo oes ot cause rive or proect s tactic structure
rather overt orpholo is a reflectio so eti es i perfect ut
evertheless pri ciple of prior s tactic structure ta puts a stract

orphe es to ether orpholo spells the out This is ho ra ar
or s s chro icall Thisis hat has ee clai e here hat has ot
ee clai e isthatalatei sertio o elof ra ar preve ts chil re
fro usi overt orpholo as cues for ac uisitio ofs ta o si erthe
ature of as ote thisisa escriptive e erali atio otastate et



o ali

of s chro ic causatio ut it follo s fro properties of  iversal
ra ar as iscusse 1 sectio r e ith the the chil
prese te ith a fi ite ver eari ore tha o e overt i flectio al
orphe e is clearl lice se to co clu e that their tar et ra ar ust
co tai a e uate fu ctio al hea s to host the for this a  orpholo
a provi e a cue to the chil a out the plit ara eter ut the
orpholo  oes otcausethes ta  ote thou h thatthe orpholo is
o eof a pote tial cues for the plit ara eter a  of the other
effects of the plit ara eter e tio ¢ a ove shoul suffice i clu i
ver ove e tto fl hichhereis otapara eteri a ofitself uta
co se ue ce of a eeper structural para eter a si ilar vei if
orpholo isacuetotheu erl i s tactic variatio the the loss of
orpholo ical isti ctio s oes ot e tail the loss of ver ove e t the
e piricalevi e ceis uiteclearo thispoi t wutit oes ea thatthereis
oefe ercuetothe e t e eratio oflear ers the approach evelope
here it follo s thus that the loss of rich i flectio isa ecessar ut ota
sufficie tco itio forthelossofver ove e tto fl
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